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Message From The Publisher

The difficulty of a prisoner to obtain relief in federal court is
emphasized by three cases in this issue. Lorenzo Johnson had been
released after 16 years of imprisonment in Pennsylvania for a
murder there was evidence he didn’t commit, when the U.S. Su-
preme Court reinstated his conviction and he was taken back into
custody to resume serving his life sentence. See p. 3. Federal 11®
Circuit Court of Appeals Judge James Hill declared that “habeas
corpus is dead in this country” after the appeals court refused to
reduce Ezell Gilbert’s sentence that had been almost doubled to
24-1/3 years by what the majority of the judges acknowledged was
the improper application of the “career offender” enhancement that
didn’t apply to him. Sound crazy? See p. 17. The substantial new
evidence supporting Troy Davis’ actual innocence wasn’t enough
for the U.S. Supreme Court to stop his execution. See p. 7.

The difficulty faced in federal court extends to seeking compensa-
tion for a wrongful conviction. After a jury awarded Alan Newton
$18.6 million for his wrongful imprisonment in New York for a rape
he didn’t commit, the federal judge reversed the jury’s award on the
rationale Newton hadn’t proved his imprisonment was due to the
intentional violation of his constitutional rights. See. p. 17.

Advances in forensic science has helped release hundreds of inno-
cent persons from prison — but the downside is that the contamina-
tion or mixing up biological samples can cause a wrongful
conviction. That is what happened to Dwayne Jackson when his
DNA sample was switched with the man who actually committed a
home invasion. He was awarded $1.5 million for the almost four
years in was imprisoned. See p. 6.
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Information About Justice:Denied

Justice:Denied promotes awareness of wrongful convictions and
their causes. It provides information about convicted people
claiming innocence, exonerated people, and compensation
awards, and provides book and movie reviews, and reports about
court decisions, and law review and journal articles related to
wrongful convictions.

DO NOT SEND JUSTICE:DENIED ANY LEGAL WORK!
Justice: Denied does not and cannot give legal advice.

If you have an account of a wrongful conviction that you want to
share, send a first-class stamp or a pre-stamped envelope with a
request for an information packet to, Justice Denied, PO Box
68911, Seattle, WA 98168. Cases of wrongful conviction submit-
ted in accordance with Justice:Denied’s guidelines will be re-
viewed for their suitability to be published. Justice:Denied
reserves the right to edit all submitted accounts for any reason.

Justice:Denied is published four times yearly. Justice:Denied is a
trade name of The Justice Institute, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion. If you want to financially support the important work of publiciz-
ing wrongful convictions, tax deductible contributions can be made to:

The Justice Institute

PO Box 68911

Seattle, WA 98168

Credit card contributions can be made on Justice:Denied’s website,
www.justicedenied.org/donate.htm

Please note: Justice Denied protects the privacy of its donors.

Justice Denied will not disclose its donors to any third party ”"""_l_l,
without presentation of a valid legal process. - =R AT
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Justice: Denied’s 1ogo represents the snake of evil
and injustice climbing up on the scales of justice.
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