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Is “Conviction” Factual,
Or A Fictionalized Movie

Of Kenneth Waters’ Case?

The movie “Conviction” is about the
case of Kenneth Waters, who was re-

leased from prison in 2001 after 18 years of
wrongful imprisonment for robbery and
murder. The movie began showing in the-
aters in October 2010, and it focuses on the
role his sister Betty Anne Waters played in
her brothers exoneration and release. The
movie received some good reviews, and
there is buzz that Hilary Swank may get
another Best Actress Oscar nomination for
her role as Betty Anne Waters. The movie
is being promoted as factually true.

However, a Providence Journal interview
of Kenneth Waters’ sister Carolyn Waters
and two of her grown children suggests that
Betty Anne Waters may be falsely taking
credit for work done on Kenneth’s case that
was actually done by Carolyn Waters.

The article about the interview states:
“... it was Carolyn Waters? who did the
many years of legwork to help her
brother.
Beginning in the early 1980s, Carolyn
Waters communicated with lawyers and
others, took information to national tele-
vision programs, such as “Geraldo,” and

found out in 1992
about DNA evi-
dence kept in Ay-
ers,
Massachusetts.,
where the murder
occurred in 1980.
It was Carolyn,
who regularly vis-
ited the numerous
Massachusetts

prisons where Kenneth Waters spent his
18 years, with other family members
going only if Carolyn was driving.”

The interview also suggests that the old
adage of ‘follow the money’ may help ex-
plain how the role Carolyn Waters played in
helping her brother has been written out of
the “official” history of Kenneth Waters
case. Kenneth died in September 2001
about six months after his release, from
injuries suffered in a fall.

In July 2009, the Town of Ayer, Massachu-
setts and five of its insurers settled a federal
civil rights lawsuit filed on behalf of Ken-
neth Waters, for $3.4 million. In September
2009 a federal judge ruled that the Ayer’s
sixth insurer was liable for an additional
$7.3 million. So the total awarded to Ken-
neth Waters’ estate is $10.7 million. That
doesn’t even include the money paid to
Kenneth Water’s estate or directly to Betty
Anne Waters for the movie.

The Providence Journal article also states:
“Carolyn Waters said Betty Anne Wa-
ters had indicated she and [Barry]
Scheck would represent all of the family
when the suit was filed. But things
changed, and it is her sister who has
profited, Carolyn Waters said. In the
months since the settlement, she and her
children contend, her sister shared set-
tlement money with the other family
members. Carolyn Waters said her sister
had offered her $30,000 from the settle-
ment, but she turned it down, given all
the time she had devoted to her brother’s
case. She said she has not received any
money and does not want any.”

So Betty Anne Waters is not only getting
the public credit for her brother’s exonera-
tion ... she is apparently also getting the
money or at least control of how it is spent.

 ‘Conviction’ is worthwhile to see for its
entertainment value, but as a Hollywood
movie it is too much to expect for it not to
shade or ignore truths that are inconvenient
to its story line, and that could reduce its
box office value.

Source: Sister disputes Betty Anne Waters’
role in freeing brother, The Providence
Journal, October 10, 2010.
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From The Big House To Your House has
two hundred easy to prepare recipes

for meals, snacks and desserts. Written
by six women imprisoned in Texas, the
recipes can be made from basic items a
prisoner can purchase from their commis-
sary, or people on the outside can pur-
chase from a convenience or grocery store.

From The Big House To Your House is the
result of the cooking experiences of six
women while confined at the Mountain
View Unit, a woman’s prison in Gatesville,
Texas.  They met and bonded in the G-3
dorm housing only prisoners with a sen-

tence in excess of 50 years.  While there
isn’t much freedom to be found when
incarcerated, using the commissary to
cook what YOU want offers a wonderful
avenue for creativity and enjoyment!
They hope these recipes will ignite your
taste buds as well as spark your imagina-
tion to explore unlimited creations of your
own! They encourage you to make substi-
tutions to your individual tastes and/or
availability of ingredients.  They are con-
fident you will enjoy the liberty found in
creating a home-felt comfort whether
you are in the Big House, or Your House!

$14.95
(postage paid to U.S. mailing address)
(Canadian orders add $4 per book)

Use the order forms on pages 15 or 17
to order with a check or money order.
Or order with a credit card from Justice
Denied’s website:
www.justicedenied.org/fromthebighouse.htm

Or order from: www.Amazon.com


