Jeong Won-seop
Acquitted 35 Years After
Murder Conviction

eong Won-seop managed a comic
book store in 1972 when a 9-year-old
girl disappeared after leaving her home
to walk to the store. An intensive search
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mittee (TRC) was es-
tablished in December
2005 to investigate
historical incidents in
Korean history, in-
cluding human rights
abuses during previ-
ous political regimes.
Jeong petitioned the
TRC to consider his

was undertaken because the girl’s father was
chief of the local police station in Chun-
cheon, South Korea. Her body was found in
a nearby farm field, and it was determined
she had been raped and strangled.

Jeong was a suspect because his store was
the girl’s destination. Jeong confessed dur-
ing his intense interrogation, but after it
ended he recanted. He protested he was
innocent and only confessed to stop being
tortured. Charged with the girl’s rape and
murder, Jeong’s defense during his 1973
trial was his confession was coerced and the
police had fabricated evidence. Convicted
on the basis of his confession, Jeong was
sentenced to life in prison. His appeal was
denied by South Korea’s Supreme Court,
and he served almost 15 years in prison
before being paroled in December 1987.

After his release Jeong became a Christian
minister. In November 1999 he petitioned the
Seoul High Court for a retrial based on the
public disclosure that the police routinely
tortured suspects in the early 1970s. That
information supported his three-decade long
contention that he was coerced to falsely con-
fess. His petition was denied in October 2001.

South Korea’s Truth and Reconciliation Com-

case. Only able to recommend that Jeong
merited a retrial, in December 2007 the TRC
forwarded Jeong’s case to the Chuncheon
District Court for review based on the police
interrogator’s violation of his human rights.

Jeong was granted a retrial, and the judge
ruled his confession couldn’t be introduced
as evidence because of the threats and tor-
ture used by the police during his interroga-
tion. Jeong was acquitted on November 28,
2008. Although Jeong’s marriage dissolved
during his imprisonment, his former wife
and his son were present in the courtroom
when his acquittal was announced.

Afterwards Jeong told reporters, “It is not
only a victory for me, but also a victory for
Korean democracy.” Jeong also spoke
about his torturers, “Those officers were
promoted and rewarded despite their
wrongdoing, but heaven will serve them
justice. But now I want to forgive them.”
When asked, Jeong said, “I will file a law-
suit to get compensation from the state.”

Sources:

35-year-old murder conviction tossed, Joong Ang Dai-
Iy (Seoul), November 29, 2008.

Man Cleared of Murder Charge After 36 Years, The
Korea Times, November 29, 2008.
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Romeo Phillion was convicted in 1972 for |

b

the 1967 murder of a Canadian fireman
in Ottawa, Ontario. When questioned after
the crime Phillion told police that on the day
of the murder he was 180 miles away in
Trenton having his broken down car repaired.

Four years later Phillion confessed to the mur-
der while being questioned about a robbery.
He immediately retracted the confession, and
there was no physical, forensic or eyewitness
evidence tying him to the murder. So in con-
victing him, the jury relied on his confession
and four prosecution witnesses who testified
they saw him in Ottawa on the day of the
murder — but none saw him commit the
crime. Phillion was sentenced to life in prison.
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| In 1998 Phillion received
- a manila envelope from
" an anonymous sender.
The envelope contained
evidence the prosecution
did not provide to his tri-
| al lawyer. The most im-
portant document was a
police report written on
April 12, 1968 that
cleared Phillion of the
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murder. The report was written by Ottawa
police investigator David McCombie, and it
confirmed Phillion’s alibi of being in Tren-
ton at the time of the crime. Police investi-
gators interviewed workers at the gas
station where Phillion’s car was repaired,
who confirmed his alibi. Romeo also traded
his car’s radio for gas when he left the
station. McCombie’s report stated that be-
cause Romeo’s presence in Trenton had
been confirmed, “We do not believe that

Phillion cont. on p. 11
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Teddy Thompson Awarded
$272,000 For Seven Years
Wrongful Imprisonment

Sixteen year-old Teddy Pierries Thomp-
son was arrested on May 8, 2000 as one
of two robbers who committed a Hampton
Roads, Virginia armed robbery. Thompson
was identified by one of the two victims
who stated he was “100 per cent sure” he
participated in the March 26 robbery. Dur-
ing his trial in 2001 the jury disregarded the
other victim’s statement that Thompson
wasn’t the robber, and that Thompson pro-
duced a receipt for his rental of a Virginia
Beach recording studio the night of the
robbery. Protesting his innocence, Thomp-
son was sentenced to 16 years in prison.

Thompson lost his appeals, and he was faced
with completing his entire sentence when
the unexpected happened. Antonio Mitchell,
the witness who identified Thompson, con-
tacted law enforcement officials on July 30,
2007 and told them he identified the wrong
person. Mitchell told them that another man
had admitted to him that he committed the
robbery, and offered to return the stolen
money. After an investigation the Hampton
Commonwealth’s Attorney determined that
Mitchell’s recantation was credible, and that
without it there was no evidence supporting
Thompson’s conviction. He then submitted
a motion to vacate Thompson’s conviction,
which was granted on September 10, 2007.
Thompson was released later that day after
seven years and four months of incarceration.

Thompson was thrilled to get out and spend
time with his two 7-year-old daughters. He
said, “I was in jail all their life. I'm just
taking my time right now to get to know my
kids.” He also said that prison is “no place
for nobody. You’re talked to like an animal
or a child. Every day, all day.”

Virginia doesn’t have a wrongful conviction
compensation law, so a special legislative
bill is required for a payment from the state.
On January 13, 2009 state Representative
Tom Gear from Hampton Roads submitted a
bill providing for the payment to Thompson
of more than $50,000 in a lump sum, plus a
$207,000 annuity to be paid monthly for 25
years. The bill also provides a transition as-
sistance grant of $15,000 and tuition reim-
bursement up to $10,000 for career and
technical training. On February 24, 2009 the
House and Senate both passed the compensa-
tion bill. The payments to Thompson will
begin after Gov. Timothy Kaine signs the bill.

Sources: Rediscovering Freedom, Daily Press
(Newport News, VA), September 12, 2007.
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