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Wrongly Imprisoned Man
Won’t Shut Up About It

JOLIET, IL—George Howard Buell, an
inmate wrongfully imprisoned at Stateville
Correctional Center for third-degree sexual
assault and aggravated battery, won’t shut
the hell up about being innocent.

Buell, 46, an Elmhurst, IL electrician, was
convicted of raping and burglarizing his el-
derly neighbor in 1994, despite the fact that
he was at work when the crime occurred. He
was mistakenly sentenced to a prison term of
20 years to life. Since then, his imprisonment
has been a source of nonstop bellyaching.

“I’m completely innocent of the charges
brought against me,” Buell said in yet an-
other long-winded jailhouse statement last
week. “I am a victim of inept police work,
conflict-of-interest issues among the prose-
cution, and a lackadaisical defense. Anyone
with even a peripheral familiarity with my
case could see the inconsistencies. It’s a
complete miscarriage of justice.”

Buell’s insufferable tirades have taken the
form of numerous appeals to state and federal
courts, unsuccessful attempts to launch public

petitions, and e-publishing
a 400,000-word autobiog-
raphy titled Won’t Some-
one Please Hear My
Anguished Plea?

“Okay, I get it—he’s in-
nocent already,” said Eric
Holsapple, Buell’s court-
appointed attorney. “Like

I don’t know that. I only toiled for, like,
forever years making a case out of it. Every
time I talk to him, I have to brace myself—
okay, here comes the sob story, again.”

After spending four years trying to capture the
media’s attention with the story of his inno-
cence, the wrongfully imprisoned inmate be-
gan pestering the courts in 2001 for additional
DNA testing or a declaration of a mistrial.

“I will take a lie-detector test. I will do
anything. I don’t belong in prison,” the
incessant motormouth said. “The security
tape in the garage where I work shows me
pulling into the lot at the time the crime took
place. It wasn’t admitted as evidence. That
fact alone should be grounds for a mistrial.”

Buell’s cellmate, Bob Hannan, has heard the
“in jail for a crime I didn’t commit” song and
dance “about a million times.” Said Hannan:
“The parking lot surveillance videotape, the
horrible injustice. I’ve heard it all. A lot. I
didn’t like the way they handled my case
either. But you don’t hear me yammering
about it all the time. It’s called moving on.”

The consortium of attorneys and social-jus-
tice activists who were unlucky enough to
have been assigned the task of getting Buell
and his big, wrongfully imprisoned mouth
out of jail have gotten perhaps the biggest
earful of his whining.

Darron and Eugene Buell speak to reporters
after dragging themselves to yet another
prison visit to hear their brother go on and
on about his innocence.

Tania Schultz, a senior staff attorney at
Northwestern University’s Center On
Wrongful Convictions, has worked on
Buell’s case for over two years. Although
she is convinced that Buell is innocent, she
is “fed up” with the subject.

“Even the unjustly incarcerated should do
other things in prison, like lift weights, or
knit,” Schultz said. “Sadly, securing his free-
dom seems to be George’s sole interest in
life. He’s obsessed with getting his life back.”

Added Schultz: “All the time, it’s ‘free me’

this, ‘free me’ that. Me, me, me, me, me.”

Buell’s brother Darron, who visited the pris-
oner last Friday, reported afterward that Buell
“did most of the talking. No prizes guessing
what he was talking about,” Darron added.

Buell’s sob story will be heard by the Illinois
State Supreme Court during its next term.

“I can’t wait. Since being incarcerated, my
innocence is all I have to cling to in this
horrible, horrible place,” said Buell, echoing
comments that he has made to anyone who’s
had the misfortune of being in contact with
him at any time during the past decade.
“This goes beyond my worst nightmares of
anything I could imagine ever happening to
me, and I hope the justice system finally
does something—anything—to free me
from this living nightmare.”

“I just wish he’d shut his trap about it,” attor-
ney Holsapple said. “I’m working on his ap-
peal. That’s more than most prisoners get. But
is he satisfied? No. All he cares about is get-
ting out of jail. I’m like, ‘George, get a life.’”
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reopened for review. The same procedure
could be instituted in other states to rectify
injustices that are outside the bounds of the
regular legal system.

Prime cases for such review are the second-
degree murder convictions of seven men un-
der very dubious circumstances related to an
Armistice Day fracas between pro-union and
anti-union people in Centralia, Washington
on November 11, 1919, that resulted in the
deaths of four men, and the lynching of one
man kidnapped from the county jail. 8
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Freeing The Innocent
A Handbook for the

Wrongfully Convicted
By Michael and Becky Pardue

Self-help manual jam packed with hands-
on - ‘You Too Can Do It’ - advice explain-
ing how Michael Pardue was freed in 2001
after 28 years of wrongful imprisonment.
Soft-cover. Send $15 (check, m/o or
stamps) to: Justice Denied; PO Box 68911;
Seattle, WA  98168.  (See Order Form on
p. 39). Or order with a credit card from
JD’s website, http://justicedenied.org.
“I congratulate you on your marvel-

lous book Freeing the Innocent.”
P. Wilson, Professor of Criminology, Bond University

SSRI antidepressants cause suicidal and vi-
olent behavior in otherwise peaceful people.
“Stop Antidepressant Violence from Esca-
lating” (S.A.V.E.) is offering an SSRI Info
Packet to any prisoner who believes their
conviction resulted from SSRI intoxication.
Request the “SSRI Info Pack” by writing:

SAVE c/o J. Milea
111 Fox Run Road
Stewartzville, NJ 08886


