In Memoriam:

Anne Rose-Pierce
1950-2005

olunteer activists are the

heart and soul of many or-
ganizations dedicated to social
issues. One of those people was
Anne Rose-Pierce.

Anne was a long-time resident
of Oregon. After she graduated
from Eastern Oregon University
with a teaching degree, she
taught school in several eastern
Oregon towns before moving to
Portland in the late 1980s.

In 1994 she met Greg Pierce,
who had been in and out of trou-
ble with the law for many years.
They fell in love and planned to
marry. Nineteen months later
Greg died after being hospital-
ized while in the Multnomah
County Jail (Portland). After
Greg died in 1996 Anne legally
changed her last name from
Rose to Rose-Pierce.

During a conversation with
Greg’s probation officer, he com-
mented to Anne about Greg’s re-
peated run-ins with the law,
“After 17 years, what made you
think he could change?” Appalled
at that attitude, the lack of care
Greg had received while sick, and
that he was chained to his hospital
bed when on death’s door, Anne
decided to start a grass-roots or-
ganization to raise awareness
about prisoner related issues. Re-
membering what the probation
officer said, she named it “...
after 17 years ...”. Her organiza-
tions by-laws barred charging for
any services it provided, although
she did accept donations.

In between working at her day job
of managing apartments for adults
with disabilities, Anne published a
quarterly newsletter with prisoner
oriented information that she
named “... after 17 years...” In
addition to the newsletter that she
distributed at no charge to prison-
ers, she visited prisoners, she gave
a helping hand as she was able to
released prisoners, she contacted
and was interviewed by the media
about prisoner issues, and in the
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late 1990s she founded a weekly
thirty-minute radio program de-
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