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Message From The Publisher
It is a damning indictment of this country’s state and federal legal process that
the names of only 41 people are listed on the cover of this issue. Do the math.
That is less than one per state. One reason is the reluctance of prosecutors and
judges to disturb a conviction, since no matter how you cut it, that constitutes
on some level an admission that the system didn’t work. While the efforts of
investigators, lawyers and support personnel are critical, they all too often
aren’t enough to overcome the protective shield of darkness provided by
containment of a case within the confines of the courtroom.

Defendant favorable publicity throws a monkey-wrench in the “containment”
process. At its most effective it moves the issues outside the courtroom and the
tight control of the legal players involved, and into the court of public opinion.
Alan Crotzer’s story on page 7 is confirmation of the power of publicity to light
a fire under a prosecutor and judge reluctant to act when faced with overwhelm-
ing proof a new trial or dismissal of charges is warranted. Clarence Elkins,
reported on in JD Issue 30, likewise owes the timing of his release to a crescendo
of publicity supporting his release due to his provable innocence.  Similarly, in
Freeing The Innocent, Michael and Becky Pardue credit positive publicity as a
strategy critical to winning Michael’s release from 28 years of wrongful impris-
onment. An enterprising public relations person might be able to create a niche
business by devising publicity strategies for the wrongly convicted.

Kudos to Jackie McMurtrie and the Innocence Project Northwest for the
fabulous job they did in hosting the 2006 National Innocence Network
Conference at the University of Washington Law School in March. The food
was great, the conversation stimulating, and the programs informative.

Hans Sherrer, Publisher
Justice:Denied - the magazine for the wrongly convicted

Information About Justice:Denied
Six issues of Justice:Denied magazine costs $10 for prisoners and $20
for all other people and organizations. Prisoners can pay with stamps
and pre-stamped envelopes. A sample issue costs $3. See order form
on page 47. An information packet will be sent with requests that
include a 37¢ stamp or a pre-stamped envelope. Write: Justice Denied,
PO Box 68911, Seattle, WA  98168.

DO NOT SEND_JUSTICE:DENIED ANY LEGAL WORK!
Justice:Denied does not and cannot give legal advice.

If you have an account of a wrongful conviction that you want to
share, please read and follow the Submission Guidelines on page
46. If page 46 is missing, send a SASE or a 37¢ stamp with a  request
for an information packet to, Justice Denied, PO Box 68911, Seattle,
WA  98168. Cases of wrongful conviction submitted in accordance
with Justice:Denied’s guidelines will be reviewed for their suitability
to be published. Justice:Denied reserves the right to edit all submitted
accounts for any reason.
Justice:Denied is published at least four times yearly. Justice:Denied is a
trade name of The Justice Institute, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. If
you want to financially support the important work of publicizing wrongful
convictions, tax deductible contributions can be made to:

The Justice Institute
PO Box 68911

Seattle, WA  98168

 logo represents the snake of evil
and injustice climbing up on the scales of justice.
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