Proving Innocence L e

In the News

60 Minutes ran an article

about Alton Logan, a man

who was in prison for 26

years. Two lawyers knew he

was innocent . Heds s

prison. There are nearly 50 innocence projects in the U.S. and Canada.

Readerso Machgest vvorkingin conjunf:tlon with a local Igw school, _nearly all of thg

2008 issue ran the story The ~ Cases they deal with have t  wo traits: the belief that DNA will

Exonerated: Joseph Salvati prove theperson 6 s i nnocence, if the cou
served 30 years for a the case and accept DNA as eviden  ce; and that the wrongly

The most shocking convicted person does not have the financial resources to hire

revelation: who put him his/her own Iawyer to make this happen.
behind bars.

murder he didn't commit.

With thousands of people claiming their innocence and

appealing to these innocence projects, the projects must chose

the cases they believe are within their resources and are

winnable. The result is that case s that do not have DNA evidence
are discarded a high percentage of the time in favor of DNA

cases where the evidence is ironclad . In cases where there is no
DNA, the unique role of Proving Innocence is to provide to these
projects the element of experienced, trained investigators able

to find the evidence so crucial in convincing the authorities to

lnahufaliey - Gl grant a new trial. Sometimes that evidence is finding the real
Spreading the word 2 perpe trator!
I Rzazns e In addition to supporting other innocence projects, Bill Proctor,

F houl . . .
reeman should be founder of Proving Innocence |, has been, in effect, acting as our

own local innocence project through his investigative journalism.
Feb 16 Gathering at Bill And in bringing the se injustices to light, he also lobbies for
and Kate Br amhe . .

changes in the laws, so that fewer mistakes are made and so

released from prison 8

Thoughts from Kate 5 that convicted persons have some recourse to prove their
Upcoming Events 5 innocence after they have been convicted.
Supporting PI 6

Our Mission 6



There is so much going on right
now with the inception of ~ Proving
Innocence . There is so much more
that could be done. Being able

to share this information with
everyone who has expressed
interest in the project and

especially those who want to do
something to help is timely.

Having a regular means of letting
everybody know wha t has been,
is and will soon be happening is

the focus of this newsletter.

The o6gatheringé,

as we

I am sure that many of you have
some thoughts to share and as
involvement grows in various
projects and task forces, we think
there should be a way to keep
everybody informed. So f tada f
this newsletter. If you have
anything you would like to submit,
it would be greatly appreciated.

If you have a question or a
comment i send it along.

Bill and Kate Branham

cal l it (opa

home was meant to be a comfortable setting where interested persons
or family friends could come and be exposed to this issue without

feeling like they were being corralled into somet

little about.

hing they knew very

Things went well enough that it occurred to us that this is something

that others can do just as easily .

Would you like to reach out to your circle of friends and family to

expose them to this issue? Perhaps out of that g

athering one person will

come forward to volunteer and two people pledge to give on a
regular basis. If so, the time and effort would have been well worth it!

If you would be willing to reach out to your friends and use your home,

we will supply a speaker

Most likely, we will never get a chance to reach out to

and help you to pull together materials.

your friends . ..

but you can, and we can help you, and you will have made a

difference!

Bill and Kate Branham
Bill: 248-506-9685
Kate: 248 -470-8798

There may be
times when we
are powerless to
prevent injustice,
but there must

never be a time
when we fail to
protest.

Elie Wiesel
Nobel L aureate



A Michigan Case Highlight

The case that originally exposed Bill Proctor to these issues is that of Fredrick Freeman, accused of

murdering Scott Macklem in 1986 . Macklem was gunned down at close range by a shotgun in his college
parking lot in Port Huron. Th ere were no real witnesses, though there was one who looked up after hearing

the gun, seeing a car speed away. After initially co
friend, Crystal Merrill, proposed the  strong suspicion of Freeman as a jealou s ex-boyfriend. Trouble is
Freeman never even met Macklem. It was Merrill who was jilted by Freeman and unable to stop stalking

him. So, Feeman moved to Bath, near Escanaba, Ml to get away . The other problem is that 19 people

placed Freeman in Escanabath e day of the murder. Forensics found no trace of shotgun residue on

Freeman and no evidence that he ever even owned a firearm. With absolutely no evidence, an entire

case was built on speculation, and Freeman has been in prison for 22 years and counting.

1. Credible witnesses placed Fredrick Freeman in Escanaba, the night before, and the full day of the
murder of Scott Macklem.

2. Prosecutors said the motive was to regain 3. St.Cl0ud Co. prosecutor Robert Cleland argued an

control of Scottds fianctindigent Freeman O6could have
Crystal Merrill broke up. The jury never heard that plane, flo wn from Escanaba and flew back intime . No
Merrill had stalked Freeman at his home where pilot, plane, flight plan or landing location were ever

he lived with his pregnant girlfriend, and that presented. One juror told Bill Pr
Freeman and family mo ved up north to get speculation, but we never heard from Freeman his

away from her. version of what really happe

4. Prosecutor Cleland
and his assistant

5. Proctor gave
Freeman the

7. Michelle Woodworth, the 18
year old pregnant girlfriend of

8. No murder weapon,
get -a-way car or any

Elwood Brown (now a
county judge) brought
volunteer jail house
snitch Philip Joplint o
testify that Freeman
confessed to him while
they were in a city jail
cell. Joplin told Proctor
on camera before he
died, he wanted to
back out of their deal
because he was lying,
but he says in an
affidavit and on
camera that Cleland,
Brown, cops and his
parole officer all
coerced him to take
the stand and lie
anyway. He was
quickly, quietly
released from jail. The
jury knew nothing
about the deal.

10. Today attorney Samuel Gun represents a man who says he was a co

polygraph Cleland had
denied him. Chester
Romatowski, 30 yr -plus
MSP retired exa miner,
in a video -tape
recorded event inside
the prison, said
Freeman passed and
does not believe
Freeman did the
murder.

6. Freemanods

attorney, former
St.Cloud County
prosecutor, David
Dean, was a n active
drug addict during the
trial and was

even tually disbarred for

his uncontrolled
addiction . He bungled
the entire case and
even stopped Freeman
from testifying on his
own behalf.

Freeman, has been

polygr aphed and passed the
test. She indicated that she
and Freeman were getting
out of bed in Rock, Michigan
just about the time the fatal
shotgun blast was fired. She
was intimidated by police
investigators who told her if
she testified o
behalf, they would have
social services take away her

soon-to-be -born child, and so
she hid during the trial rather
than testify.

physical evidence
were ever connected
to Freeman.

9. In the months and
weeks before he was
killed, Macklem was
followed and
threatened by two
men , visibly upsetting
him.

Whatever these men
were after, common
sense says it is much
more likely they had
something to do with
the murder than a
man 460 miles away
living his own life. But
no one cared. The y
had thei r man.

-conspirator in the contract killing

of Scott Macklem. If allowed to testify, he will detail the scenario, name the killer and the man who paid

him to get the job done

, exclud ing Freeman as a suspect.



Would you rather

watch
About 20 people attended a casual, informative meeting at Bill and than read ?
Kate Branhamds home. During the g
opportunity to discuss the issue of wrongful conviction and learn a
little about the work being done to free some who are jaile d and We have free DVD
yet innocent @@ and to be introduced to Proving
\ “‘ Y‘ Innocence ,  Mi chigan: copies of
-‘ . non -profit innocence project.
“‘ Carl Mar | i

A few of the attendees came
already wondering how they
might make a contribution.

Many others there had their
first introduction to the field of
actual innocence. And

at Mar v Zi
classon
Wrongful Convictions

At Wayne State

Marvin Zalman, criminal justice ] :
University

professor at Wayne State
University teaches a class on
wrongful conviction. He
provided us with a solid
overview of the field during his
talk. Bill Proctor, founder of
Proving Innocence and
award -winning investigative
reporter, spoke about his heart -felt concern and
presented information  on the work of PI currently as well as its future together
aspirations.

Also, we are glad
To pass out copies

Of what we put

For the Feb 16 th

Some have been asking, owhen are we going
e together next 2?56 C

We are planning to have a date

and venue established in the next
couple weeks. Many of us see

this first mee ting as the initial step

in developing a community of
folkswho j ust wdaorithe a &

right thing.

gathering.

Just let us know !



Why ? |l 6ve found myself asking this quesyearoWhatma

is it about this issue of wrongful conviction t
are tons of o0good causesbé. For me itds because
that can be sought to reduce the instance of these injust ices.

| feel great sadness when | think of the man or woman who has or is being robbed of their life. |

feel great compassion when | think of their <c¢chi
mothers. | consider the heartbreak of their mothers , mothers of daughters and mothers of
sonsé. They spend their days mortgaging their

to give their child his life back. And in the end most of them are just tilting at windmills. The
enemy, perhaps notimag inary, but too insurmountable to effectively overcome, is found
unmovable. Many funerals have been held without the jailed family member in attendance.

And then there are the victims of the crimes. Crimes which are real and often scream for

justice. But, instead of pursuing a finding the real perpetrator our justice system prosecutes and
convicts someone innocent. The true thief, rapist or murderer goes free. Free to steal, rape

and kill again. Articles, books and memoirs have been written in Himalayan proportions which
describe the nightmare of the victim? Are we really providing any respite for them when we
incarcerate the wrong person in a lust for justice? Not likely, because the day sometimes

breaks when they are faced with the truth that the wron g person suffered punishment for the
crime. And | imagine the victim(s) hold themselves responsible for this injustice. Now the burden
weighs heavier.

Since we also have allowed the real criminal to go free in these cases, we also have added to
thenumber s of Americads crime victims. These victi
and the losses resultant from these wrongs for lifetimes.

If we consider the numbers in our prisons, (approximately 2.2 million at recent counts) and look

to the most co nservative of studies which say % of 1% of convictions are wrongful, then we find

that there are most likely over 200 men and women lying in jail cots tonight in Michigan who

should not be there. So saying, there are 200 criminals loose tonight. Will anot her rape be
commi tted? Will another fatherds son | ie dead?

The study of wrongful convictions reveals that there are better practices than those currently in
place in our justice system. I think | just <ca

Upcoming Events

Ever think about how one weekend can «
do a wild and crazy thing and go to Santa Clara, CA the last weekend this Justice delayed is justice denied
month. You wondét ever be the same. ! '

2008 Innocence Network Conference William Gladstone,

Date: March 28tR30th,2008 British Prime Minister (1809 i 1898)
Santa Clara University School of L.

Locatlon: ganta Clara, California



Proving Innocence
24209 Northwestern Hwy
Southfield, MI 48075

E-mail
Bill Proctor
billproctor747 @aol.com

Bill and Kate Branham
KateBranham@gmail.com

BillB133@yahoo.com

Proving Innocence is a 501(c)(3) non -profit organization. All donations are tax -
deductible. One characteristic of all innocence projects is that they are

offered as a service to  the wrongly imprisoned person free of charge. Those

with other resources dondt need innocen
those who do not have the means to help themselves. Often their families

have mortgaged their homes and depleted any savings the y might have had

in order to help their loved one.

We ask that you would seriously consider directing part of your charitable

giving toward Proving Innocence . Donations on a quarterly or monthly
schedule will greatly help  Plto work with a realistic budge t. Donations may be
sent to the address to the left. And thank you, in advance, for all that you

give.

Pl cannot exist without the help of regular volunteers. We are beginning to

formulate some specific needs that we have, particularly those who would lik e
to help with fund raising. We plan on having periodic meetings of all our

volunteers and those just interested in learning what this is all about. Please

come. (Our next meeting will be schedul
might help. When you catc  h a vision for what needs to be done, you will find
your nichebo.

The criminal justice system continues to make mistakes that lead to wrongful
convictions that ruin the lives of individuals and their families. We at Proving
Innocence (PI) vow to challenge the system and work to reform elements of

the prosecutorial process. We hope to convince lawmakers that the current
criminal justice system must be open to outside review and arguments of

actual innocence.

What separates Pl from other innocence projects is our intent to provide
experienced criminal investigators  to examine and verify claims of actual
innocence where DNA does not exist . Our cadre of volunteers and
professional associates includes former feder  al agents, police officers, and
detectives as well as active private investigators. Our team has chosen to use
their years of experience to reverse the mistakes of the system that they once
served.

Through print and electronic media, Pl will investigate, write, and publish cases
of wrongful conviction to further explain to the public how these convictions
continue to occur in what is considered

criminal -justice system.
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